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[HERE never wasanyLaw^ 
Human or Divine; nor any 



T - -- -. 

-*- Principle of Ccunmon Rea- 
fbn and Philoibphv , which hath 
been nK»e univoiaUy Received 
AcJknowkdfcd , . dian that ApI 

A3 <rf 



Clje (!5olDen !Rttlc^ 

of our Saviours , which he delivers 
Matt.'^.ix. Whatfocver yc rvpuld that 
Men Jhould do..Mnto you , do, yejven 
fo unto them. It hath been Aflmir'd 
both by Jews and Gcntils, as well as 
Chriftians: Amongft the former , it 
w^srjtbe Gogftizance ^ of jL^cgrcatcft 
>1kI fedft eminert^* ^Gf: m jRirfcy of 
therfi , -^o^/i'Mie^Schdor W'JWtl 
Amongft the lattq'. It is well known 
that Severm (orte of the Bed and 
Wjfeft of tiic RopiaH Empe^ours ) 
wa'STotikcn wirif^ic , that He hot 
only had this laying frequently in 
his Mouth, but caufed it to be Infcri- 
"bjetf^as his INlettoYPon bis^anners. 
In a word, It is a |^j(xi th fubfcribed 
to and bwne^ T)y the Men of all 
AgesXountdeS, Se<3:s, Qualitfes.and 
Conditions ; for indeed (as we fhall 
lee Anon ) the Reafon of it is as 
clear as the Light , the Date of it is 
as Ancient as Mankind , and its 
Obligation as Indinblublc as the 

very Frame of Nature. " ' 

. ■ . , ... 
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Befidcs all this » It is evident at 
the firft Bluih ^ that there neither is^ 
ftor ever was , any Precept of zt^y 
Religion ^r Inftitution whatfoever* 
whkH was or could be more ex9<21y 
Calculated for the Improving of the 
^State of Mankind, or for the Main* 
taining of Juftice and Equity, 
Peace and Love in the World , than 
this is. 

It may juflly feem a Wonder 
therefore how it #iauld come to 
pais, that fi> Iktle Fruit fhouJd 
grow from (b pregnant a Root! 
And that when all Men (o unani* 
moufly preitend to fuch a common 
Principle of Equity, there ihouid 
no^withllanding be fb much Un- 
cafmels , and {o many Complaint^ 
in the World ; (iich Frauds and 
Injuilice , Oppreflions and Perlccu- 
dons ; and (uch mutual Accufations 
and Recriminations. And to AfTbil 
thisf Diifiiculty, one rouft of neceflity 
either pafs a very fevere Cenfiire 
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upon a great part of Mankind , as 
a<9:itig itKonfiftcntly with them- 
felveSy and contradjiding their A- 
vowed Principles by their Pradiccs^ 
or eUe on the otiier fide , one muft 
iuppo(e that as great a Party of Men 
as the former , do not undcrfiand 
this Common Rule, or have not 
c<>nridered the Force and Obligation 
of it 

Now the latter of thefe being the 
tnoce Charitable Gonjedure of rlic. 
two, it will be •the more allowable 
to lay the Blame of die Milcamage 
there : However , 1 will endeavour 
(as £ur as I am able ) to apply a 
Remedy to both in this prcttnt 
Paper; Wherein my dcfign is, to 
^ve a brief and plain Expofition of 
this great Law of Nactnce , and of 
the Gofpel. And althou^ a DiG 
cooHe 4^ this Nature may leem 
a Httle out of Faihion, atad Alien 
to the humor of the prcfent Times ; 
yet (bdfidcs that I hope the Brevity 
inay in fimic moa&it^ Attdne fot 

the 



the Un&ikionableocfs ) I am per* 
iwadcd diat (all things duly confi- 
dered ) there is hardty zny thing 
dfe (wiiich may be comprized in (b 
little Room ) can be done more 
iealbttably for the Age we live in, 
or whereby one can exprefs more 
good Will to all Mankind in ge* 
neraL 

Therefore I will proceed in this 
Method: 

' 
t 

1. 1 will plainly •lay open the ge- 
nuine Meaning of this Rule. 

^. I will ihew the Natural and 
Univerfal Equity of it. 

J, I will deicribe the juft Bounds 
and limits of its Obligation. 

4j. I will fpeeiftc (bme of the 
Cafes which it Overrules and 



Determines. 
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. And then Laftly , For a Conclu- 
fipn, I will reprcfent the luppy 
Effeds and Advantages of Li- 
ving and Acting accordingly^ 

I. For the Explication of tlm 
Rule. 

Towards the underftanding of 
this Apherifm, tlicre is nothing more 
rcquiHte to be fuppo(cd , than (that 
which cannot be doubted or dcnyed, 
namely,) Tliat tliere is fuch a Prin- 
ciple in us as Self-l^vc. And this 
(confidcrcd in it (elf) is not only^ 
innocent and allowable , but ufeful 
and neceflary : For it is not the Ifliic 
of the Corruption and Depravation 
of our Nature, but impknted in us 
by our Creator for great and wife 
Pur poles , partly to be a Guard and 
Preservative of our Beings; partly 
to fwceten . our lives to us ; but 
principally to be the Foundation of 
all his Laws \ or at lead the great 
Engine by which He moves and 

governs 



governs u$. Forty this Handle of 
our Self' Love God Almighty takes 
hold of US; by this Helm he turns 
us about agreeably to his own 
Defigns: For it is evident, that if 
we had no delight in our Selves^ no 
tendernefs Sot our own G>ncerns^ it 
would be to no eiled: to propound 
Laws to us, and to back them 
with the Threatnings and Promifes 
of Rewards and Punifliments ; and 
confequehtly it would be only in 
the Pdwer of the Almighty to de- 
ftrby us, (if he pjeafed) but impof- 
fible to* govern us. / ^ 

Now tliat which is peculiar to 
the Cafe in hand is this , That 
whereas in all other InAances of 
our Duty towards GOD, tliis^ 
Principle of Self-Loue is ( as I (aid 
before) only an K(anK Upon us , or 
the Motive of our Obedience. , 
Now here in this Law $f Lovhg 
mr Neighhour , it* is not only the 
Motive, but the Rule and Mcafiire 
alfo of our Duty, So that hereby 

. we 



VK have a fcady Way to vetbhrc 
cm Sdvcs oi the Manner of our 
C^urriage, aiid aJI our AStUms to- 
wards odiers. For GOD haviog 
made it our Ducy in die General, 
to Love our NeigUx>ur as oar Setf ; 
there is then no nuxe ca be done, 
Imt to tuni' our Eye mward i and 
cxmfiiit that Z/rim and Thtmmim in 
our own Breads , and we are pre- 
fendy inftnidfced in all the Piartt- 
calats of thic Duty. Neither is 
there an^ need we fhouid troirf>Ie 
our Selves to eonfiilt Books or Phi- 
tofophers^ ot Lawyers or Cafwfis , 
having a (landing Oracle in our own 
Boibms, \diich will as cdtamly 
determme u& 



This is A Standard which caa 
never fail us, till we Defett or can 
Hate our Selves, which is impof- 
fiHe. 



And 
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die (SfiAW VivSt. \9 
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And it is a fiiU and fi|fficic«i 
Somdaid too } for no Man will ^ 
Niggardly towar$i himfelf ; and if I 
give odm Men tlie £uiie Mea^im 
I -ttfe to my Self, there can beoQ 
cauft of Comj^ftinc. 

And: it is as eakfie 9n4 pI^iQ.i inA 
ready at hand, as it is-fiitl m4 
certain; for it Is but tutmag^ tiie 
Tahiti , and fiijppQfiqg my Ca^.lQ 
be my Netg}ikour$« or his . tojtli 
MiQe> and my Way is plain i)efi)c« 
met. It is pplSwe I may ImSf 
my NeiglslxMir, imd that may ««^ 
me tti give a wroog |uognMi|ti 
but. liMtt do but (iboge the Scj^, 
aad ,ptK:. Him in, my place a9d>mgr 
Sslf : in his. , ; and !• .cannot but t» 
impaiQal: For th<»^ t liave n 
Pr^iidice i^ainft Him , I have mne 
a^inft .my Self. . \i. is pofTible alfb^ 
TOtt.iny Ndghboui may be greedy, 
and unrcifon^ly defire of me moce 
than is fit; but to.dcdde the P<rint^ 
jet file but put my fiitf in his fiead, 

auid 



and bethink my ielf what I fhouJd 
judge then equal for me -to defire 
of Him; and fo nluch and no^^more 
is due from Me to HihK More* 
otrerj-wlien Mfeh are in Ptolpcrity, 
there is nothing more comftidn thjitr 
for (uch to Coiicemn aitd^ &oW* 
beat thofe that arc in Advcrfity ; 
aiitf ori th6 other iftste V it is a^^^ 
. nsftyfor Meti'iif AdFerfity td Envy 
and Malign, »i<l Cenfure- thole in 
Ptofperity; ]J»te\«i'; Co di(&vaf ' the 
Eviloibf b6th th«fe , andwiclidr) to 
gtin CO out Sel^s a: R^te'^of <)ur 
Cattiage in eirfl^r Gafe, Ifet <lic 
Taiies be turned ,''4Bid.li»th^j»^(eht ' 
GipfibCt the ;Rieh Man-^td hi tiit ' 
Pbor Man; '-'iS the t'oetiilVfoii 
to become the'fllich i ,iniJ«|th<tr^ 
we :fliall fee whA-'4s.fic lofiifcoth 
fides. For mod certainly •,^^'tf-Tfhis 
Rfch Man was put in the -State «f 
the P&w, he Would think «'it''<tery: 
bard to be defpiiRsd meerly IbtSStiCe 
he is Poor , and to have hUi Cala- 
oyty ifflpured to 'him as his Orime, 
or, his foliy; bht would' fchfiik it 

Juft 



Juft (for all that dificrence of Con- 
dition)that he (hoiiM be Kindly and 
humanly Treated in his Advetfity. 
On the other fide , Put the Poor 
Man into the Rich Mans, place ,^^d 
he woufd afTdrcdly chinic , that 
though a Man ii not always t^e" 
wi(cr or |)ertet Min, iot berng RifcH^- 
yet thcre^^s (bme Rfcfpc&duc tahi^; 
Place and '^Qiialitjr;'9nd hq woald 
not think 4ie dcfcfved to be qrflecl^ 
a Proud Man meerly for keeping' 
up liis Poft and jCharadcr,; and 
thus both Parties jiiage right ^^d 
fpcaklriith in therr6wt\CafeV tfrit^ 
could nor* di(cern^;ie*'%i-anothets.^ 
And thu^ we ftc. the life of ''art'' 
Appeal ■i6 'this Pi-thciiile of*^ 'Sf/f^ 
Love, and tliat ip'fb doiftg we have: 
a Chaficcry and C(^urt of Eq\Ht^; 
in our owp Bofbnifs And (b-we^ 
have the ^ meantn?; 'of this 'RUte-,'' 
which was the firft thing pro-^ 
pounded. • . . ' '- 
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iz, die (C^otticn Rale. 

X. Ifom SecmMy , For the Eqtuty 
. and Uatural OhUgatioK tf this 
BmU. 

This will appear upon a double 
Account, viz. partly from the 
adual Equality of Nature in aU 
Menir and partly fiom the Poili- 
hility and Probaoility of Equality^ 
of CGmdition in all Men^ one time 
or other. 

Firfi^ It is nsaurally fit and rea- 
fbnablc , that we fhould cairy aa 
Even hand between our (elves and 
other Men » m$d hove mr Neighbour 
as our Stlf^ forafinudi as he is pro^ 
perly as our (elf, there being aa 
aifhial Equality of Nature in all 
Men : For whatfbever ds&rencc 
there may happen to be in mens 
outward Circunmances, all That is 
but Accidental, and when they are 
confidered as di?efted of tho(c 
Orcumflances , they are all (iibftan- 
tiaHy alike. AU have the fiune 

Creator, 



Creator >. and (land in the fame 
Relatjoa to God ; atU Mens Bo- 
dies were made out of tlie (ame 
Earth 9 and ( as it were ) call in 
the iame Mold ; they are all hotn 
alike , and dye alike : And for 
their Souls , they are equal too, all 
have the (ame Divine Image up- 
on them ^ the (ame Faculties, and 
Reaibn is the fame throughout the 
World. Confequently ot this they 
are all common Citizens of the 
World , and ( as jo Nature ) have 
an eaual (hare in it. Nov^ 
aqualihus aqualia Uihuere , to deal 
alike between tho(e that are cqijal 
in themfelves , is a firft Principle 
of Rea(bn in all Mankind ^ and 
therefore to deal by our Ncigli- 
bour as we would be dealt by 
our (elves, is an umver{al and in* 
diipeD(able Law of Judice. 

Secondly; Th^tc is a pofTibility, 

if not a probability of the equa- 

. lity of all mess Conditions and 
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Circumdances one time or odict ; 
he that is now rich may be poor, 
and he that is poor may . bcr 
come rich; the Man of Dignity 
and Power may be deprcflfed , 
and the mean Man may be ex- 
alted ; and fuch Changes are Co 
frequent , that he muft be prodi- 
gioufly vain and ftupid, that doth 
not apprehend it may be his own 
Cafe at one time or other ; and 
if he be apprehenfive of fiidi a 
Viciflitude of th»igs , he will have 
all the rea(bn in the World to 
provide for it accordingly, that is, 
tt he now be on the advantagd 
Ground , he wiH yet be humble, 
stnd modefl: , and merciful towards 
his Inferiours , and thofe in Ad- 
verfity : And if he be now at 
the bottom , he ' will hope his 
Condition may mend, and in die 
, mean time think fuch thoughts of 
thofe above him , as he would be 
willing {hoiM be entertained con- 
cerning himfelf when the tyde is 

- turned. 
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'turned. And he chat ddth iloc ^^ 
is neither juft for the pre&nt^ 
nor provident for the future; for 
lie hath no certain meafure of 
his Actions, but goes by d Role 
now, which he would be loath to 
Hand to at another time. And Co 
much fof that; I proceed to ihew 

3 . Th^ jujl Beumis and Limits of 
this Axiont. 

However eafie add txi^ditz thss 
Rule* may feem t% be ( by wliafi 
wc have hitlicrto (aid > )^ct it ii 
notodoufly certain y That there are 
very great and frequmt MfilakdS 
in the Apphcaticfn oi it , whiift 
fbnie take it in fb lafge a fenfb 
as to fiiperlede all other Laws^ 
both Humstne and Divine , by it | 
and others as much reftraining 
and fltaitenii^ the Scope of it^ 
make it indeed Ho Rule at all , 
but a barb Saying to (enre » 
tufH by now and then. Thei?e- 

B % fore 
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fore I think it neceflary , before ] 
I proceed in the Dedudion of 
Pradlical Confequences from this 
Axiom , to lay down the follow- 
ing Particulars for the more full 
Explication of iL And 

Firfi, It is to.be coafidercd. 
That this Rule or Aphorifm be- 
fore us , is only intended for the 
Government of our Adions to- 
wards Men , not for a Mealurc 
' of Religion ( properly £0 called ) 
or of our Carriage towards God. 
For he being infinite in all Per^ 
fe<^ions , there is nothing in us 
that we can appeal to as a Mea- 
(ure of what is due towards 
him. Neither is it enough for us 
to love God as we love our 
felyes , for he being infinitely bet- 
ter than our i^tves , it is confe- 
quently our duty to love him 
better than we love our (elves , 
namely with all our heart , and 
foul, and ftrei^h; and if more 

than 
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than, that was poflibk to be per- 
formed by us , it would be due 
to liifn accordingly. But now it 
is iu^cient that I love my Neighs 
bour as my ielf> becaule ( as I 
ha?e ihewcd ) he is like my felf, 
or a kind of fecond (elf, and it 
would be a kind of InjuAice to 
love him better than my felf, 
becaufe then I do not aqualihtu 
aqualia trihuere. And confcqucnt- 
ly I cannot be naturally bound 
to dye for my Neighbour , be- 
cauie this fuppofes mat I ought 
to love him better than my felf 
But on the other fide , I am 
bound ( if occafion be, and when 
God's Honour requires it ) to dye 
for God , becaufe he is infinitely 
better than my felf , and there- 
fore is to be preferred before my 
Life , or whatloever elfc is dear- 
eft to me. 
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This I think is ^hm enough , 
and needed not try have been laid 
here , but for the ftke of fome 
conceited Moralifts ( as they love 
to be called ) who ihrink up ail 
Religion into this one IVccept tif 
doing 04 they vopnld he done unto \ 
as if this Was not only the 
whole Decalogue , but their Creed 
and TAter npjhr too. And for 
countenance of thi? abfiird Per- 
fwa^on , they infift upon thofe 
words which • our Savipyr adds 
as an Encomium of tlie Maxim 
aforef^id. For this is the Law and 
the Prophets , as jf this one Say- 
ing comprehended the whole Do- 
cJlrine of the Old and New Tcfta^ 
ment. 

But it is very plain that tbofc 
latter words of our Saviour ought 
not, nor can be fo loofly under- 
fiood ; for to imagine him to aG 
ftrt that this one great Maxim 
expreft the whole I>iity of Man, 

' is 



i$ CO fuppofe him to make void 
alf Divine Revelation , and to take 
away all neceflity either of Old 
or New Teftament , forafmuch as 
tliis Rule is clear enough of it 
' felf by the mcer Light of Na- 
ture, and accordingly hath been 
acknowledged by thole chat ne- 
ver h^d any otlier light to gpide 
them , as we have intimated al-' 
ready. 

Befides , Man is not pur only 
Correlative , but • we (land in 
Relation to a God that made us, 
as well as to Man that is made 
like us, and therefore the great* 
eft and highcft part of our Duty 
refults from that higher Relation, 
and thofe greater OUigations Jwe 
have upon us towards God , than 
towards one another. In Con- 
templation of which a Heathen, 
could iay » Quid aliud eft pietoj 
qiMm Jnfiitia adverfus Deos; that 
Piety is Juflicej and that neglect 

B 4 of , 



20 Ci}e <0oliien IBulr. 

of Religious obfervancc of the Di- 
vine Majcfty is as manifefl Inju- 
ftice towards him, as any in- 
llance of Fraud or Violence to- 
wards our Neighbour can amount 
unto. 

The meaning therefore of our 
Saviour i/i thoik additional words, 
This IS the Law and the Prophet $% 
can be no more but this, viz. 
That the Rule aforefiidvis the 
film of the Second Table of the 
Law , and of tfie Expofitions and 
Paraphrafes of the Prophets upon 
it. For accordingly we obfervc 
in a parallel place, Mattk xx. 35. 
when a Lawyer asks this Qucfti- 
on , Mafier , vohkh is the great 
Commandment of the Law: Our 
Saviour anfwers , Thou fhalt love 
the Lord thy God with att thy 
Heart , dnd with aff thy Soul^ and 
with all thy Mifid-^ this is the 
firfl and great Commandment : And 
the Jecond is like^unte it ^ nam^lY , 

^ Jhim 



/W Jhalt love thy Neighhour as 
thy felf: And then adds. On thefe 
two hang all the Law and the Pro* 
fhets. Where we fee, beyond aril 
difpute, that the whole Model of 
our Duty , nor the tntire defigni 
of the Law and Prophets , is not 
comprized in one of thefe Rules , 
but in both together. 

Secondly^ It is further confide- 
table. That even in relation to 
our Neighbour, and in the con- 
dud: and governm^t of our Adions 
towards Men, this Maxim is ra- 
ther to be looked upon as a Mea- 
fore than a * Law properly lb cal- 
led : My meaning is. That the ufe 
of it is rather to preferibe to tis 
how much we ihould do, than 
what we fhould do , or as that 
which lathef determines the pro- 
portion of our Anions , than ju- 
flifies the matter of them. To 
(peak more plainly yet , (if it be 
poffibie ) I fey this Rule is in- 
tended 



tended principally to diraAus 
what Mcafiires we are to take , 
and what I^roportion to obferTe^ 
in the Dilcharge of fuch an Ad:i* 
on towards our Neighbour, where 
and when the Action or Thing 
it feif in the general Is already- 
known to , be certainly lawful ; 
not for a Law properly to war- 
rant the thing we are about » 
whatfocver it is. For if it was 
othcrwife ,. a common Drunkard 
^ might joQifie his indeayour of de- 
bauching, other ^ Men into that 
beaftly Vice, under tliis pretence, 
That he doth nothing in that 
caie, but what he* is content 
fhould be done to himlelf And 
the I^icivioiis perfbn, (b he might 
be allowed to defile 'lus Neighbours 
Bed , would perhaps be content 
another fliould do as much for 
him. And no quefUon but a dex* 
terous Qieat would allow others 
to cheat him if they could, pro- 
vided he might exerdfe his Ta- 
lent 






knt that way without concrok. ! 

Thercfocc (as I fiid) this Ax- 
iom doth not pfiviledge cy|1 A- 
dlions^, 00 nor (b much as deter- 
mine any Adiion to bo good meor^ 
ly upon the reciprocal incIinatiQ^ 
of mens minds. For this w«re at 
once to repeal all the X^ Wis of 
God and ]Man 5 and under {H?e-< 
tence of making erery m&n a 
Law to himfelf , to make bim ab^ 
fblucely lavvleft : 3ut it only i^re- 
(bribes the meafllre of our Ani- 
ons in materia licita ^ Imefta, 

For example ; Suppoie I am in 
deliberation with my (elf 9 how I 
ought to carry my felf tpward^ 
my poor Brother in his Advcrfity. 
and what Relief I am bound to 
give him , or how ht I ought (o 
ftrain my felf in his Cafe. H^are 
now I am certain that the thing 
I deliberate about is lawful and 
gopd 10 the general ; and then 

this 
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this Rule comes feafbnably in fior 
my direction in the meadire of 
my Performance, viz. It tells mc 
that I am to deal by that poor 
man , juft as I would be dealt 
with by him , if his Ode were 
mine , and mine were his. But 
how on the other fide , Suppofe 
the thing I am deliberating about, 
be the retaliating of an Injury , 
or the revenging my felf upon 
him that hath done me wrong; 
Heie now I muft firft fee a Law 
juftifying me ift revenging my 
fclf y beK)re I can refolw my felf 
of the meafure of Revenge which 
1 am to take. For it will not be 
a (iiificient Warrant to me , that 
I intend to proceed equitably , or 
diat i will do by that man only 
juft as in like Cafe I would 
,be ccmtent to be done unto. But 
1 muil firft be iiire that it is 
lawful for me to revenge my felf, 
and that I do not break another 
Law , uiurptng <jod*s Prerogative, 

who 



who hath told us Vengeance 

his. 



Thirdly , Moreover if this Bufi* 
nefs be well confidered , we ihsU 
find that this Maxim is not ab« 
fblutely a Rule /;f materia Ikitd 
& honefia neither , but only in re 
delith. My meaning is , That 
to apply this Maxim to its pe^ 
culiar ofe and intent > wc muK 
not only be fatisfied antecedent-* 
ly , that , tfic Matter of the Adi- 
on wc are about* be in it fctf 
lawful , ( witliout whi^i wc havd 
ieen already that tgi do as we 
would he done by will not bear 
us out ) but it is alio required 
that that very Mealure of that 
Thing or Adion which this Rule 
obliges me to obiervc towards^ 
my Neighbour, be fuch as I ihoukL! 
think was due and fA right be- 
longing *to me^ if the Cafe was 
mine, as it is now^ another mans. 
For i am not bound to da to an- 

odiet 
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othec ail that * whidi it ii law« 
ful for him to do to me, no^ 
nor all that which I could wifh 
he fhould do to me ; nor on the 
Other fide am I bound to teftain 
from doing to him that which 
I. could heartily wifh he fhould 
cofrsun from doing to me; but 
my Obligation nom this Rule 
principally lies in this , that I 
both do , or refrain from doing 
(refpoftcvely) ijowards him^ all that 
which (turning the Tables and tlien 
cumfuhing my* own Kfeart and 
Cooicicnce) I fhould tliink that 
Neighbour of mine hmtii to do ^ 
or 60 refrain from doing towards 
the ia the hke Cafe. 



m , 



1 As for Ekaihple ; If ^ ^^ io 
codmne Poverty , when my ^^i^ 
boor was in as girat Afflu- 
ends and Profperity , no doub«: 
but I fhould ht eaiUy tempted 
ta wifh^ That he oih: of his A- 
bandana Ihould non onl^it re- 
lieve 



/icve my prcfent and urgent Ne- 
ceflity , or fiipply me from 
Hand to Mouth (as We fay) but . 
alfo that 'he fhould pour out hi^ 
5ur)ilufage upon me, and ^nce for 
all by a great ^ffott of Charity^ 
put me quite out of' my diftrei^ 
fed; C6hditioh. Hiis., 1 fay , I 
could \vi(h in my own Cafe ; and. 
there ip no doubt but that it is 
in it (clf. lawful fot. fbch a Rich 
man as afbrefaid ^ (b to do if he 
pleafes ; yet for ajl this I c^iid^ 
think him bound fb to do', or 
that he fins if he doth not (o; 
for I cannot find that if the Ta- 
bles were turned , I fhould think 
it to be a fm in my felf not to 
do (b by him ; and therefore if 
cannot be k EJuty in him to do 
fbby me. 

A^ ,'Tc may be 1 could wiffi 
that <bme Laws of ?he Land wc!<e* 
more ac<^omatodace' 'to my coflve-' 
nience , and it is p6flibfc thcLaw- 

maker 
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maker mi^c have contrived, things 
N more for my cohveniencSe , with- 
out any fin or fault , on his part ; 
yet fb long, as thofe Laws are 
jiift in themfelves , and fiiited to 
the Publick Good , I cannot think 
it the Duty of tlie Supreme Ma- 
giflrate fb far to confult my parti- 
cular Interefl ; foi; (turning the Ta- 
bles) I fhould not liave thought it 
to liave been my own ^Duty in 
fucKa. Cafe, therefore I ought in 
that Cafe not to complain \ but 
in all reafbn ;o* fubmit my pri- 
vate Interefl to that, of the Pub- 
lick. 

^ I - will give one Example more 
( becaufe this Point is a little 
oJxCcure and 4iiHcult to bff right- 
ly explained ' btherwifc than by 
infbnces). It is certain that^a- 
n^ Man would be loath to be 
j»jt ! to death ais a Malefa<^or » 
whatever the Cafe or his Deme- 
rit fhall be: And I think I may 

. . ; • * take 



fake it for granj^ed that there are 
Several Cafes .wherein the Prince 
or Supreme Magidrate, may par- 
iion if , he pleafc , though ^he 
Malefador juftly delefvc Death { 
Now CiK it would be very ab- 
(urd to conclude f^m hence ^ 
that therefore he ought to pardori 
me in (uch a Caie^ or to fay 
th^ft he is cruel in putting ma 
to de2(tH» which I have other* 
wife dcferved : For though I could 
wiih for i Pardon^ and he hatli 
It in His power Co dve it me ; 
^et it will not follow tlat he fm^ 
if he do riot; {(x my own Heart, 
dqitH no; tell nie diat I yf^ hound, 
to do fo in the like Cafe ; aiid 
cherefore if I ma)^ the ^me Mea- 
fore ferve for both Pairties, | 
^nnot ( according to the RuW 
Before lis) pronwiice iSoAthcoi^ht 
io do fo. 
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Not thcrefpre whatFoev^ I 
fcbuld honeftly" enough wilh for 
at ithe hands of my Neighbour, 
hot every thing that it is lawful 
for him to do , is nccejBry to 
be dom to me , but ^ only that 
^Vhiclt J' can reafonably judge 
(turning tlte Tables that fb 1 may 
be impartial) to be the Duty of; 
toy Neighbour towards me i , and j 
that becaufe I fliould tfiink it to 
fee itif ^ Duty towards him in .the \ 
like- Gife , thafc- is to be die !i^ea- i 
(Ufift b( my Expctftations from 
him,;ah4'l may Juftly challenge 
' ,thttt;i ittd no more from him , 
bfJton • this Rule* of Et^uity, 

'-¥ht« itauch hit^ , been Faid hi- 
lheil8>',^^to -prevent -the ftraining 
' *f 4?hi* llailfe-b^jhitid the true rea- 
t^ '^^ ^Ihtene^ lyf ki Now * to 
provide againft the like Miftakfcs 
, on the other hand , and to give it 
its true Scope and Latitude^ I add 
Wh Particulars more^ viz. 

Fourth- 



FtlurthJy then. It is ta be coh^ 
fideiied, Thac as all men aire e- 
qual in^ Nature ( as wc fhfewed 
before ) and cbnfequendy wKatfo. 
fever Treatnieiit is Ale To one 
Man, muft be Co to another; 
Tlierefertf' this fame Rule is -ttt 
govern air Men in all tlieir ik&i- 
pns arid Intercourft one witb^ an- 
other, without partiality or re* 
fyoSt of Perfons ^ of what Coridki^* 
on or Quality feevet they bci 
For thfs is af Rule, not ia Advice 
only , not a Thing which we may. 
do well to oblerve , but nfisttter of 
Law and Diity lipon aril Men. 
And ri<efcfore tlie Prince %s oHi- 
ged by it as Weft <i!s Pritate riien; 
for this ^ing foutid&l in prihil- 
ry Nature , is antecedent to. ^ 
tlie ieve^al Rank«: ahd Biftiheti- 
ons of-Men; /f « a Rufebctvil;ea| 
Mcn<«P*t«al Countries and j&6i . 
fhfmon*,;'; ttSf well '» bfet^ai^ 
NeighWUft J for out ^vlW 

G ar haf?lf 



hath ihewcd us due all Mankinci 
ate to" he cfleemed c^t Neigh- 
boui:$. // is CO be qb(eryisd be^ 
tw^it Men of fcverat Religions ^ 
as well as thoCc chat are m the 
(ame way of Worihip ; iiay the 
fame e(}ui(ab]e Carriage is due to 
%bc Men of the mofl abjed an4 
fenflcfs Opinions ^ as to thofe ef 
the crueft an4 mod excdlenc Pro 
feiTion; for Mens weakncfs and 
(btiy (or whatever we imputo 
their Errours fo) dellroys not 
their Natural Right to an eauitah 
ble uiage. 

It is true aMongft tlie People 
of ^he ^ews , there was an Ex- 
ception in this Cafe ^ and they 
Were not bound to do to all Men 
as tliey would be done unto ; fa 
God (by a peculiar Difpenfati- 
on) having condemned the Seven 
Nations to utter DelbrtiAioiH .ha4 
exehipted them from the com-: 
moa Privilcdges of Mankind: Andt 

befidcSj^. 



his Divine Wifdom (ha- 
ving a de(]gn to feparate the Peo- 
ple of the Jews from alj Nations 
of the E^rth ) oot only inftituted 
peculiar Rkes .lor tlie diftindion 
of this People from all others , 
but alio (tn furdianee o{ that 
end) aUowcd and required they 
ihoujd in fbme refpe<^, treat 
all other People as Soangers. 
But when our Saviour came, that 
Wall of Partition was pulled 
down > and ail the World were 
mad^ one Peoplif; and from that 
time dTpeeially this Rjile of Uni- 
ver&l Eijuity takes place wtthouc 
Exception. And now no Man 
can be (b incoofiderable, 6t of fb 
d^fpicable a Condition, but he 
hath an Interefl: in the Common 
Charity of Chriflians : NbMan ib 
remote from us in his Country 
or Habitatioii , or (b diflereAc 
from us in Opinion , or fb iijly 
in his Underflanding » or lb vi^ 
tjous iQ his M»ntitts» <m: fb ill 

C J tem* 



tempered for 'his Kature, but there 
is a eommon Tyc of Equity bcr 
tween us and him, w^hich no miG 
caniagc of his can forfeit , iior a- 
ny I^owcr on Earth can difpcnfe 
with* And therefore thofir that 
now confine Equity and Juftice , 
^ijd Charity to a Party , ^ that 
imagine they can do no Wrong 
to a Diflenter, that' fancy no Faith 
ii to be kept With Hcreticks, or 
the like , they revive the very 
Dregs of Judaifm, and utterly de- 
, jftfoy the great 6efign of Chriftir 
anit/ , whitft fhey arc ignorantly 
2eaio]yi$ df- their own Opinions. 

i^Fifthh 4^J Lajfiy , It is to be 
dbferve/ , That this P^fl^ge of our 
Saviour's was not jntepdcd fo 
isidlv to be a Rtile of Retributipn 
' p)f Jlequital , 9^ of Kindnefs and 
pwnary OWigatiph. for k is not 
fa|H.^ Do t^ other Mfn ai they Jo 
anrhaifi 'i$na :ff^ you^hut^ fe^ ye 
muliiUhey jbodi'^tf hyiu \ That '4f , : 
"^-:^-5 '^ C ^ " ' As 



As if our Savipuf had (aid,I Would* 
have my Dilciplcs (b prompt, and 
fo inclined to good O^ces to-, 
wards cacb other , that I would, 
not have them ftay till am. Obli- 
gation is laid upon them ^ and 
that thea they fliould requite it 
with tlie like : But I woukl h^ye 
ClTtiftians anticipate , Vcgin , and 
be m Example of Kindoel^ to 
one another, or to njake Ptece^ 
dents and Inftances of Beneficence 
wliere they find none, and (o 
brine the Worli to be be^Cf f 9g^ 
tured. In a word, To Jp that t0 

others in the firfi place , vohich thev 
wtmld, he glad to receive ^Jrom o- 
then fn the fecond place ^ , This , 
( I tal^e it ) is to infferprct this 
Rule properly in ao Evangelical 
Sepfe ; for this is the. peculiar Spi- 
rit of the GorpeI,tq ©felige tlie Prq- 
feflws of it to be the Salt of 
the Earth , the Ught . of the 
World ♦ and the fir ft Moyers. in 

f very good tb«ag. At4 xq that 

C ^ pm:- 



]^urpo(c it requires We JhouiJ love 
wf Enemcs , io ffod to them that 
hate us and ferfecute us. Not tfi 
ie overcome of Evil , iut to over- 
come Evil with Good '^ h e.byKind- 
nefs and Beneficence r^ pelt Mei| 
jtito good Nature : Whicli I think 
is the meaning of that t'hraie of 
the Apoftlc , who tells us, by I9 
doing IVe fhall heap Coals of Fire 
pn their H/sads. 

It i$a^bn]ti(h thing to think 
pur feWes licen(ec^ to do Evil to 

, others, becaiife they hare done (b 
to us. It is a Pharifaical thing to 
do Good only itt proportion to 
what is done to us ; and it is a 
ibtfifh ilingy tiling to dp it up- 

. on that Motive , and in Expedi- 
tion that it inay be (b done to us; 
but the temDcr of a Cliriflian is to 
do good without invitation or provo*^ 
cation from the meer Benignity 
qi his Nature ^ and but pf meer 
love of Beneficence^ and chm 
. . for 
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for the proportion of that Benefit 
cence, tnat is to be fb great, as 
what we would gladly mcef with 
jfir0m others, if the Cafe wa§ alter d, 

4. I c$me Mup , as the fourth 
part of this Jhort Difccurfe ^ 
to fpetiji& fome of the prin- 
cipal Cafes which this Axiom 
(Jo interpreted as afdrefaiJ) 
mB over-rule and determine , 

_ and Confequently to Jhew of 
what great In^ence it wi/f ic' 

' ^pon Human Affairs , if it if 
applye J accordingly. 

And indeed the Ufe of this 
Rule is fb general, and the Oc- 
cafions of having recourfe tq it , 
are fb frequent , that Experience 
only can moft cffcftually fcew the 
Inf portance of it. However, Since * 
I am obliged to infiatice in (bme 
particulars, I wifl fpecifie thcffe 
following ( as they come to my ' 
thoughts ) without being over 

care- 
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careful of the Order in which I 

Cot them down. 

• 

Firji , The attending to d)i$ one 
Rule before us , would in a great 
meafure prevent the . War* and 
Bloodflicd tliat are in the World , 
and therewithal would hinder that 
Cruelty. and Hapioe, thofe Defla- 
tions of Countrieii and Convulfi- - 
ons of Kingdoms , which are not 
more the Infelicicies , . than the 
Shame and Reproach of Mankind. 
And which almofl; as mucli take 
away the diitini^ion between Man 
and Bcaft , as they deftroy the 
BleiSngs and ^Comfort of Human 

Life. 

"■«■ 

I know the s common pretence 
for War is, That between Sove- 
raign Princes and States ^. there are 
no Common Tribunals to decide 
the Conttoverfies , and therefore 
itas (aid there is a Neceffity^ of 
Appealing tq the great Soveraign 

of 



of the World, 77jv Lord of H/fi$. 
But is there no fuch thing a^ a» 
Court of Confcicnce or CbmmoQ* 
Equity ? Is tlicre ho Commoa? 
Law of Reaibn) Are there no^ 
General Bonds of Human Sodc-. 
ty> Is there no fuch Univerfini 
Rule ♦ as to i/(? /z^ mr voould he. 

flone hy^ 
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If there be none , tHertirfhe^ 
Sword may Rav^e the. -World ,: 
Jufqne datum fcekrL and the ^eat- 
eft Force hath the : bcft Gauft. . 
But if there be (as we hav<r fhew- ; 
ed there is) then the cohfiderati- 
on of it ; ;jnd appljcatipn to it ^ 
might end .Di{putes without tlic 
Umpingc of the Sword ; forthefl 
.Princes .will be concerned in it ^s 
well as Subjods; ^^rafmuch as; 
when cliey put on the Diadem , 
they do not put off the Men. 
And then it \yill not (eem war- 
rahtable to involve whole Nations 
i» Blood upon a Pun^ilio of Ho- 

ii,- ■•.|■^»•■ 

nour. 
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Bour , or lor the Glory of dieir 
HWA Name, or for Increaie of 
Territory; or in a word, for wittt 
dbey can get It will not th^n 
feem lawtul to Invade another's 
Bominions , becaufe that Prince is 
Weak and unprovided ; or to take 
Advantage of Inteftine Divifions', 
or the Minority of the Prince, or 
the Corruption of his Minifters , 
or other Difficuldes he labours 
under. For whofoever looks home 
will readily adknowledge. That 
he would not oe fo dealt with 
faimfelf", and therefore oi^bt to 
uie the (ame Meafurc towards o- 
diers. For (though Inter arma fir 
lint Leges , yet ) the Court of 
Conlcience is always open » E- 
quity hath no Non-Term , writ- 
ten Latvs may be interrupted , 
but this Lex ntm jcjrlpta fed nata is 

always of force. 
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it is faid ihe Turks , tsefotc 
they ingage in a War , arc wont 
to^ conUilc their great A£rfti or 
High'Prieft abotis the lawfiilncis 
of cIk Entcrprife. And dbe Pa* 
^'ans of old u(ed (blemnly to iaul* 
vife widi their Oracles in (uch 
Caies : And even amongfl: Chn- 
ilians a Confcciared Swerd^ or 
an Hallowed Eianner from the chief 
Pontiff 9 nfes to, incourage die Exr 
peditioA. But w^hout that Ccft- 
mony and Ponip , here is an Or 
taclc in our own Brcail , which if 
Men would confuk ingenuoufly, 
it would for tlie moft part difliiadet 
die War ; or if it did not^it would 
marvelloufly tend to fiicceed che 
Proiccution. It would ( I fiiy ) or* 
dinarily be like to Socrates lu9 
Genw pr GO0J Angela which was 
oblerved by himlelf generally ta 
Caution and Reftrain him , hxt, 
leldom or never to .prompt or in*. 
flame him. Whiclv^ I r^memba[ 
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TiiSy fiith. is no rtiore than the 
conftftnt Oenius of cwfjr Wife 
. 'Man. 

* Afid if it fhill haVpten that 
Wars be undertaken Widiout ask- 
ing the Counfel of this Orack,- 
(as too eomraonly they are ) and 
iw^itlial te fiicceftfiil too ^ ( which 
fitequently they ire not) yet the 
Injiiftite will blemifh the Glory 
TO the Vi<3:of y : Fot even amongft 
the ftomans^ noefeirig more frequent 
ift • their own Hiftories, than to Jay 
ft fetec'upon (uch Atehievcmcnts. 
So fiStm leatei upon Record, Cre- 
tki Belli nuBam uliam fuiffe Cau-^ 
fam , ^4Mm Nthilh Inful^e acguiren- 
dk cii^fiifatefn': k was CovetouP 
fldss >hd not-Jttftice, that moved 
efaat Wat. And" to die fame pur- 
p&ft AfMnianus JHctrceSiiiu^ , (peak- 
ii*C#theEnBef prize upoirCy^/w^ 

t^^^mmQ iio^ more, f^ttr^nimt 
\:-^ . Arliter 



Arhiter hath blafte4 almpft aJJ 
the Glory of th6 Roman Arms ia 
thefc few AvordS; 



— — -Sijuisfiftus ahditus i^iit. 
Si qga foret TeUus qua fulvim niit- 
teret aurum, 
Hflfiis erat, &c. 




So that It feems , even ama^^^ 
that grafping and warlike Nation , 
there was an . apprehenfion of ^ 
Obligation of Eq«ity and JuJ3k« 
towards ©jh^t People, and that 
they did not think tiiat every thing 
Was lawful to. him jthat had dia 
Jongcfl: . .$w.orii. ^.Asd„ thcrefoife 
ihpugli this appreheniion was oos 
always ftfllcienf: to rcftrain tl^ 
CovetoufMls and AmUtioa , yccii 
ought to* haV^ cfone, in4 imme^ 
tliei» wJienic'did not , : -. , .' 

; B«t,'^cW-^:,;:4^ 

fifeat Sw^iW not .to,t)e «ftm^ 
ed l>y. this Law, an4 Force muft 

be 
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be the Rati0 ultima Regum. yei 
iltre sitiiohgfi: pnva^e Pcrtons tt 
ntiy be actehdfed to , ixid be of 
Authoricy enough ^o (upprefs D>u^ 
els ^ and Ai&^ jbedding of the Blobd 
^f War In Peace , as the Scripcurt 
calls ic ; i^hich is the moft Savage 
and Belluine Cufloni chat c^n be 
imagined , and fo much wor(e ttianr 
War ic felf, in chac chat hath (bme 
excufe, ( ds I intimaced before) 
liiz. bbc^uile becweert S6veraiga 
Piriiaccs tbeife is no Siiperlour 
Court to Apj><afl CO for Jufticc ; 
whereas in this Qife chere is a 
Refhedy in Hfutttdii Jildicacures * 
Bui: efpecially ic i$ intolerable that 
the Life of iriy Neighbour , and 
mf o^ti cob, fhould be fftit upori 
the Poin^ of : the Sword , on the 
flighteft PtoTvocatioiiS , for a con- 
tumdibus Expreffiony^hi(:Ba Wife 
man would dcfptfe; na^, ft may 
be, for a nofrer^rafh Word , or at 
jeft , which a ^reat minded Kianf 
yfoiild hot think \Votth his Atif- 
^ * ^ * fhadreffnoK 
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madverfion- Now if Men confiil- 
ted their o\Vn Reafbti , or Confci- 
cnca , or any tiling , but mecrly 
their Brutiili Pailion in iuch Ca« 
fesv, would they not' make Al- 
lowance for iuch. Follies and In- 
advertencies in others ? fince they 
are not exempt^ from them, them- 
felvcs : Would they be contenioed 
to anfwer with their Lives for e- 
very Indifcretion they have been 
Guilty of ? If they can be (b con^ 
tent , they are usworthy of Li£? 
who value it at (o mean a rate: 
If they cannot, they CQnfeis them- 
felves to proceed unjuilly. But 
above all , why fliould not a Man 
in fuch a Cafe take his Mea(ures 
from the fifth Particular in the 
Explication of this Rule, and take 
a Cbriflian and a Noble Revenge 
indeed ; that is , Why fhould he 
not forgive the Injury j, and io be 
above his AdveHary ? the other 
way, ^c beft, I put my felf but 
upon tiie Level with 'bm; ; buc 

D here 
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here I place my (elf above liSin^ 
and crittinph over him. Why 
fhould I not oblige him by Kind- 
nefi 9 and heap Coals of Fire 
on iris Head , and rather , like a 
bntve Cbriftian , do that which 
I wifli he had done to me ; than 
like a Bead , hurt him becaule he 
hath hurt me ? 

thirdly^ The Application of 
this Rule to our Pradifes, would 
tend very rnuch^ to the preventi- 
on of another Evil, not much in- 
foiour to either of the former , 
namely Law-Suits» which in truth 
are Imt another kind of War, 
and are ufiiaily managed with as 
much Malice and Rancour as War 
it felf. Certainly they are a grciac 
Reproach to Oiriftendom , and to 
this Nadon in particular. It is an 
unhappy OW«rvation ( of feme 

Body) That what the Moors fpend 
at the ^mtiis p/. their Weddings , 
the Jem su the SoUmnity of their 

Paffaver, 
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P^affh-ver, that and mire the Chri- 
fiians ^^end in Lm Suits. And 
it is vierily thought diat the whele 
Expfence of Laiv in E99glMd, is c- 
qual to the Charge of a Foreign 
War. But it i% not only the Ex- 
pence of Mony tliat is deplora- 
ble in this Ca(c, but the imbroy- 
Jjng Mens* Spirits , the infkming 
their Paflions , the hindecance and 
fcandal to Religion > and the in- 
taihiig of Quarrels upon Poftcrity. 
Now if tliefe things were fatally 
nccef&ry and untyoidable, it w<re 
in Tain to' complain and aggra?ttte 
tile matter; but there is a^Xemc- 
dy at hand , if we would make 
me of it: Time hath been when 
it was otherwife/, and thti»:efbre 
it may be fb again. What ( faith 
the Apoftle I Ccr.. 6. 5. ) is there 
fwt a Wife man amongfi yen # n$ 
npi ene that fhaM he able ta judge 
letvoeen his Brethren ? - But efped- 
>ally is there no (itch thing; as 
Confcjetice 6i &qpiky ? H^re wc 

^D X not 
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not a Judgd vtitUn us l U oat 
this Law hciott us fufficient to 
d^ccrmine our Qgarrds ? Let but 
the Plaintiff put himfelf in the 
Cafe of the Defendant', and d^c^ 
Defendant (iipfpofe hinofelf to mt 
place of the PlaincifT, and both 
ihall eafily fee what is fit to be 
done 9 and Matters will be amica- 
bly compofed. 

Fourthly. , The Obfervatipn of 
this Rule would as well advance 
the Intereft and ^'Reputation of the^ 
Cbriftian Church , as the Qjiiec 
of the World ; for it would at 
once both prevent mofl: of thofb 
Seventies that Chriflians too frc- 
gently ufe one towards another ' 
upon the account of Religion, and 
alio put a ftop to the Clamours 
Upon chat Occafion. It is undeni- 
ably true. That very hard things 
have been done upon thr Score of 
Propa^cing< or Preferving the Truth 
and Purity of Religion. And it is 

as' 



as true, Tfciat very great Noifes 
and Complaints have beep made 
of Pcrfecution, when perhaps tber# 
hath been no jufl Caufe ibr it. 
And there is hardly to be found 
any great Party of Men that can 
dearly waih their Hands of both 
theie Miicarriages , and few that 
can quit themielve$ of either of 
them : For it hath too ordinarily 
happened , That the £ime Perfbns 
who have at one time been too 
unchriftianly harflt toward others^ 
have at another time been as 
bkmeably too tendar and fenfible 
when the Tyde hath been turned^ 
and it is become their own Cafe : 
Foreecdng in die former Inflance 
to do as they would be done un- 
to; and not confidering in the o- 
thcr Inftance,That if what, tlicy 
did before was jufl: towards o* 
thers , it ought not to be Matter 
o{ Complaint when it comes home 
to themtelves. 

D 5 There 



- There is no doubt but there i$ 
I vail difference between thefe 
two things, and that it is far bet- 
' tier to complain unjufWy, than to 
do cruelly ; yet neither are to be 
«xcu(ed : For as by the fottner^wz. ^ 
Exclaiming of Perfecutimi without 
jufl Ground, not dnly a g^eral 
Odium is kindled againfl: ttx>le that 
cut of Zeal pUrfue thofe fevcre 
Methods ; but oftcntinjes thfc State 
and Qvil Government is indan- 
ger'd by the Flames kindled there- 
upon : So by the latter , ( I mean 
Perfccution properly fo called ) 
Religion it (elf is made bdibus , 
^nd lofes Its principal Glory of 
being Rational , and comiMending 
it (elf by its own Light ; ^Ltd Men 
are remjied to fufpedJr that to be 
deftitutc of good proof, which 
needs to be (upportcd by Force, 
stnd ( fo ' like Colours in the dark) 
all Religions arc alike, when the 
p(? gf Rcatfpn is laid afidc , and 
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Force fuppUcs the room of it. And 
con&quencly all ftudy and ingenu* 
ous ways of improving Mens minds 
are (ixi>er(eded ; for where it is be- 
come tne faihion to knock Men on 
the Head that will not be Con- 
Ycrccd , it will not feem worth the 
while to take the pains tocoovinoe 
tfa(f». And in ihort, the very tem- 
per of Religion it felf, will in time 
be fupplanted ., and only a dull 
(bttiih Compliance upon implidc 
Faith, and a formal Hypocrifk 
fuccecd in the to#m of it* 

, /; But now ( as I faid ) both thefe 
Mi(chie& may be avoided by a due 
Application of the Maxim before 
us : For on the one (ide , As for 
tbofo blind Z^lots that ^re al- 
ways mod: fierce and forward in 
Pwectttion , though they have lit^ 
tie, or no Confoience, yet they" can* 
not be without this Principle of 
Selflove ; and tbou^h tltey lihavift 
not Judginent to difcern . chc dific^ 

D 4 rcnce , 
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rencc of- things, yet tlicy may turn 
the Tables and change the Scak , 
and (ee how things look on both 
iides. 



As for Escample ; I would 
have another Man be of my Opi- 
nion , yet (iire it will not lo6k 
well to knock him on the Head • if 
he be 4iot : For, turning the Tables, 
I find that I would not be (b dealt 
with in the like Giic: E(pecially 
ieein^ he is a Man , and I am no 
mojre ; and coniei^ucntly I am no 
mc^re infallible than he is; and 
therefore he hath as much ri^t to 
per(ecute me into hts Opinion ) as 
I have to force hiin into mine. 

, . • • • 

Or fuppofe I would be glad that 
the way I am of, fhoula be in- 
couraged, and the contrary dif^ 
cmiraged , but however it will not 
be At toilarve all thofe that dlf^ 
ient from it; fori fhould think it 
giieac Ckuehy to be (b dealt with mys 
icl£. But 






«... • 

But it may be , the way I am 
of « i» that which hath publick Al- 
lowance, and is reputed the moil 
Orthodox t yet if I look into my 
ielf > I find that. I cannot be of 
what Opinion I will : And if it was 
my Fortune to be Heterodox y I 
Ihould think it hard tobe rackt up 
to the Publick Standard; diereifbre 
filch Uiage cannot be equal tQwaicds 
other Men, 

But perhaps (bm| Man trill iayi^ 
Are then all Opinions ah'ke? Is 
there no Advantage to be given to 
Truth above Errour ? Is not the one . 
to be propagated with all out 
mighty and the other to be as 
carauUy fuppreflcd? I anfwer , 
Yes doubtlefs ; tbereis a very dif- 
ferent treatment due to Trtith than 
to Errour, provided we be liirc; 
which is which.' Forothcrwilc,one. 
idstn is a)>t' to be as confident of 
hisPerf^iiom at another Man can' 

' be 
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be of his ; therefore k is fit that 
|n£iliibl6 Wifdom ihoiild deter- 
mine between them > and that on 
be no ocherwile done than by die 
p^ri and expre(s Letter of Holy 
^pcurc. Without this Umpirage 
we may indulge our own Fancies 
an4 Fwiohs . under a Notion nS 
paloi God;>nd Truth* But if 
tbcxe be plain and tx]M:e£i Scripture 
^k the Caie , then C though it al- 
ways becomes a Chriflian to in- 
cline to^the fide of Tendernefs and 
^Iqrcy, y^t) for my part (till I am 
fetter infori^ed ) I fhail noc call s 
^^(ecutiontO;^ake a gre^t diflfc- 
Knf;e in t^ Countenance and In- 
Gpufagcment I give to tiiat which is 
^warranted And if dbiswas not 
true^then it wcHild follow that when* 
ij^cver I ^lieet widi any S^verkies 
made u(e of ifi .the Holy Sqrfpturv in 
me Caie of Relinqn ( of which we 
have frejii^fiit; In1iancq$ < in dbe Old 
iTjqihment; ejpeciaUy ) S- muft call 
t})at alfq ^ ^ ;Cuipable j^ficution ; 

which 



irhich I am iiire I. ought not to do/ 
Buc i£ it come to this Point, and ai;l 
Perfeqition be ildpt , but where the 
Tradi is. defined exprefly by God 
hiaa&ii^ the ikft Mi&hief is t:uied 
( for ought I know ) as £u: as it 
ought to be. 

t 

' - ■ 1 

On the other fide » as for dio(^ 
querulous Perlbnt who are apt to 
complain before they art hurt , and ^ 
to ioandali^e the Laws, and refledk 
on tlieir Goverqpucs » under the 
Noti<^ of Pcrlecudon , their N016 
would be (tilled if they ttwidcd 
to this Rule of Equity » and diw^ 
as dbey would be done to. It it 
true y I would have my CodoeooB 
to my &lf , and think it horpl>ly 
tyrannical 5 that any Body fboifhi 
impoil& upon me to believe as he 
pleaies. But on the other fide. If 
I muil have my own . Opinion , 
mutl f have my Will too\ Mail I 
be uppermoft in the Stacc } ^nd be 
put in Power and Jindiari^. e^uai 
. : wifh 
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with other Men, or elft I atn 
perlecated^ Nay, muft I not only 
cmoy my own Confdeticc, mt 
amont other Mens , or d(c I am 
rigoroufly dealt With ? Muil I have 
liberty to (corn and blafpheme an* 
other Religion , or elle I am not 
iufiered comfortably to enjoy my 
own? * In a word, h my fiurditig^c 
▼iobitd , and my Natural libmy 
of chopfihg my own Religicni in^ 
fringed, if the Publick Relision of 
the Country , and that Which is 
eftabliflied byxthe Laws, be in* 
toumged tyul^ Advanta^s of 
Biblidc Maint«nifi3ce ? Surely thefe 
are- very 'extri¥2^4nt G>lledions^ 
and any Man tmc turns the: Ta- 
bles; mH eaiily diftem tliem to be 
Co; and to contam more of Humour 
than Conlcience; lor whatlbevejc 
Allowance I ou^ht to make in &r 
vour df liberty and Coh(cieilce »^ 
yetrrefleding upon my felf inipar- 
tially i^ I am certain that if my 
ReiigioQ was the Publick Eftabljih- 

ment^ 
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mcnt\ 1 ihould think (bmewhac the 

more refpeA due to it upon tbit 

account s And if I wa3 then in Aiif 

thority (though I would deprive np 

• nian of his Natural Rights for noc 

complying with the Publick Opi^ 

nion , yet) 1 would be (ure to in^ 

courage and prefer * tliole that 

thought and pro£pfSbd a& I did; 

nay , it may be I ihould proceed 

lo iar^ as to put fbme Maitk of di- 

flindion upon thoCe that did noc 

fb. And I ihould be (b £ir irom 

puUing down thoie Tencqs or Ou& 

works which the Wifdom of my 

Anceflors had provided for the Se« 

curicy of that Religion which I 

was perfwaded was the Truth, 

that I wo\ikl not flick to refbain 

( by feme fit Punifhmcnts ) thofe 

^Infblent People who could not be 

concent with their own Liberty, 

widhouc affronting mine and the 

eftabiifbt Religion. And all this I 

ihould not doubt to do without 

incomng the odious Name of a 

ferfccutfr. 
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ftrfecutcr. And therefore fince I 
fliould think it lawful to do alt 
this , were the Cafe my own, viz. 
That I was on the advantage 
Ground , and had the Laws oa 
my fide : I cannot with any co- 
lour of Reafbn complain if thus 
much 9 and. no more ^ be done 
to me when I am on the wrong 
lide of the Hedge ^ and maintain 
only a private and dilallowed O- 
pinion. 

Again Fift})ly , The framing of 
our felves by this Rule of doing 
as, &c. would produce another 
Temper and Spirit than is com*^ 
monly fecn in the Age we livrf 
in \ elpecially in the managing of 
0ifputes and ControverficS in Re- 
K^on , whether by way of pri- 
vate Conference , 4r pubiick Wri- 
tings. The Heats and Paffions , 
die Tannts and Scorns, and 
Contumelious Treatments of one 
aifiotiier 4a t6efe Afiairs^ ate feati- 

dalous 
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dalous to a t^overb^ Odium fhealih r 
gorum. Men not only fill up th6 
void Places or Intervals of their 
\ Dilconrfes. with Reproaches , Dtit 
blot both fides of their Paper with 
(bch filthy Huff. ; ' 

Now I will not only lay diat 
this Orriage is utterly un1)ecoih'' 
ing Chriftianity , which require^ 
and produces (wherever it prevails 
cffedualiy ) the iboft Mild^ Inno- * 
<;ent, and Dove-like, Temper: Rter 
will I (ay only that this Kind of 
Management is tnoft peculiarly un- 
decent in fo graver and' folemq an 
Af&ir as Religion is : Bui that 
which I would lay is. That who- 
focver confiilts his own fireaft ; 
would never be guilty of this 
.Fault towards any fort of men^ 
fiflcc he will .find there , That hc 
Would not be dealt with (b him- 
fe!£ 1 know my Adverlary tUnkf 
othetwiiK dian Ido ; but why may 
not he diink as well as f ; or 
• - how 
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bow fzt do I difier £rom Iiim ^ 
mocc thm he doth from me i I 
am content therefore he fhould 
iitgc me with his Reafbns^becaufe 
I^ would dp (b by himt But in- 
ftekd o£ hard Argupients, I would 
not have him pelt me with hard 
Words ; imd therefore I ou^t ikm: 
^o do Co by him. Let him flick 
upon the Merits. of the (jaufc, 
but not blemiih my Perfbn or 
Reputation. I take it to be a 
fign a Man is deflitute of good 
Proo&, v^hcn furor arma miniftrat^ j 
and when Paflion fiipplies the \ 
place of Rea(bo; and if it be fb in j 
anotbar, it is no better in me. i 
I wu not therefore make ufe of ' 
contemptuous Reflexions, fly Infi- ' 
nuatiotts , malicious Innuendo's , 
witty Sarcafins againft liim, be- 
caufe I think it Irath abiiicd and 
unjuft that he flKHiid do faagainft 
me. And befides , I confide that 
if my Caufe be gpod » I fhall net 
need to refbrt to fiidi Artifices; 

and 
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and if it he^ bad, dm * Courfe ivlll 
not mcntl it, but ratlier irtakc my 
Temper ; appear as bad as my 
Caufe. 

But that which I peculiarly aim 
at in this place , . is , ( if it were 
t>Q/Bbie) to reprcfs the odious 
Imputation of Herdie to one an^ 
other , in Di(putations , which yet 
is. the ufual Com^plement tliat 
partes in fuch Cafes. I remembet 
it was the faying of S. JfrofH , In 
crimimr Hceref^^s nminem Wtf effe 
patientxm. He lookt upon the 
Charge of Herefierixi be ib horrid 
and <^adiy a Stab , that it wouki 
rempc the Patience qf a Saint. 
Now if no Man can, or, ( as the 
holy Man tliought ) ought to be^ur 
it ; Ibc ther fame Reafbn, and much 
moi^e^ no mati ou^ (b liberally 
to beiloiu: it , as is commonly done* 
Qe&icdhtfaBit , Hetefie in the very 
JNpttdntcrof. k dnipdks ; Contdmacy^ 
and Sl(td)fac«inc&.ad4cd to E^ 
c E and 



find if nay m«n: can find in vjiis 
hmri: m upbfaJd another with his 
Errpura , ( whkh may be iovd- 
luncary ) yet it is furc hard to 
know his heart, fo as to pro* 
mtwn(^ perei^ptorily that he is 
$riiFx:QBckt9n^d , . and fins againfl 
hit^jNWn Confeience. At lead, f 
vraubi think ic very difingcnoous 
for aoy wao to judge fo of mc , 
and tl»re£are I ought not raihiy to 
inronQu^cc (b of kdtii. 

• Moteover 'Sixthly , The pra Aife 
af : this way of Refidtftion, and ta- 
king an Eftimate of other men by 
our ichrcs r would prcvont Heart- 
burmogt, jkaIouiie&, and ^ufpici^ 
ons , which are the Sood-plor of 
omft of the Miichie& aitaongft 
!}{bnkind » and the rery Bane o£ 
Sjfumaci Sodeey 2 ^ For it is but 
looking iftwaod , and I find that 
i< tthiok it jaSk that a hk and 
c^isidid Iikerpkc^ifl^ kpjnade of 
9iyv Adtions ; I ccacaiw 4»jr Gi£ 
t * ^ to 



to be ill dealt with, if II>etiiougI|t^ 
to mwd cfmitsx^t to my Pcetchfi-' 
pn$ ; nay: if there 1)5 znyi dmg 
d^rk and dbubcAiI in the Caic^ I 
exp^ fo much Charity from men, 
9S that they thiok the beft that 
can b? made of it, till the Truths 
appear^. 

Tliejcforc if I will be true to 
my own PrincTpJes , and impartial 
towaeds others^ ic is maniieft that 
ait«r this liiannbr i ; fhould nCiet^»ret 
odiec mcn$ Tlvnigfacii mad Adiicmi t 
Not Judge tfae< Tise to -te M 
Whcta lileetfaeiTviiic good-: Noc 
ocfribre a jn^n .ftr ah Hy|K)crite ^ 
tneedy faBcauie.ifae; looks iSkt i 
Sbtitt ; nor drenbuftce of tnent 
iMsarcsr in, a <iire(% Goatiatiety to 
their WockU aod AdioasJ fa a 
vroid ,. not to ialirnai} all die Foun- 
datkms of Fnendlkip^ aiid to Poifixt 
Satiety by iU^UtmixeB. . ; ^ 

• . . ' ' M r. r - ' • "" :■ • "' ; 1 



«• ♦ « . 



£ a Upon 



S4 ^e(S(0!lKn]Sttle« 

Upon this' X>ccariOii 1 remem- 
ber, a remarkable Cstfe between the 
Pagans land the Primitive Qirifti- 
znsp : It was the Cudom of thoie 
jood meii to hoii their Aflemblies 
tot Hcligion verjr ipri?aucly , ' and 
for the mod part by night ; uporf 
this Occafion thera was a Jealoufie 
railod amongfl: tfie Pagans, that 
fMmetiiiog pr other was done in 
tbo^ : Nodurnal : JNdeetings which 
woitl4 not ihdur6 the Light : and 
in jiLjittk wUk tins Siifpicion was 
tmj^roYied into a: common Fame , 
That tbefe Cbcidians in thofe 
Qandeftine Ailenddies^ were wonc 
fp mivdcr. Ml innocent In^nt, 
gnd thcQ; to eat his FJeifa and drink 
bijs JSlood ampngft them , as the 
Solcrnn Kite of their Confederati-- 
OQ in .tl»t Rdigibli. Now this 
gfPHpdi^s ScandS thofe PrimkiTC 
Chriftians quit jthemfclves of^ v hy 
appealing to the Common Senfe 
of Human Nature , and diis Rule 
- ' A ^ of 



of Equity which/^ arc all rfu$ 
while conHdcfing ; and in their 
Apolc«rics maic ufc of this Di- 
lemma : Ceulii . yat^ Pagan f . find in 
your hearts to perpetrate f^ ^ fit rid 
a VlHany under .the fretejfce of 

you could ^ you xoudmn your \0vcs 
of Bajrharifnk.and. Cruelty. ypeyond 
the rate of ManhitUy ^^[{fr K 
could,, not, thfu.^^you are^^^^efc- 
ireamly wjufl ik ]^fpe^ingHS {mth- 
out (jromid) <^f Mt^g ^ullty^, of 
that\which is fo ahmrrent tqfffmak 
Naturoi [ . 

. i • ^ ' . • : J 

• f 

' ' » "• . . ' 'i . . ( ' "^ : 

[ But there is , one, thing ,nipre I 
would. have cqi^Hc^ered und^r/this - 
Head; namejy ^^, Whether the at- 
tending to this Rule wotild jttot 
prevent Sedition in the ^tace, as 
well as evil Thought^ ^iryc^ngft 
private Petfood ? ..It is tert^m, all 
Tumults and Rebd^ Begkij* in, 

j^I^iifies of . th'e. . bengps r pf^ 0^-^ 

vernoufcs/ and,., thence wpccjjd' tp 

E 3 In- ^ 
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Iflfolehdcs ahd'C6htdnpmbus ^jt^ 
riagc towards tlie Government it 
fell; and then'tvhe^ men arc\iii:- 
ga^ed^' (b far ■ iihey Officii ki no- 
Siin| which may , tend to jthc 
' ^ Ruin ^ and Subverdbn erf thilt^^bich 
they ; have bcM^^ ;<?yfiHem'^ 

pedYo their thiod|hte; and rendety 
themfely^s bj^noxi^tki tbo/^ 
would fiich nien'b&'lQingenubM^,;as 
ii Ihe'ftrft place Wmake.AlIbvvahcd 
for ftich' ttumart' tnfiifmitje^^ J^^^- 

Siftr^\:^s^ as (cc^fulting the^^Y own' 
iofbttis ) they miift needs aclciib^y- 
ledge themlclves not to fee* ex- 
empted fronx^ and be fb, candid 
ds to "think nalVbtfe of* :^thcr 
mens "befians VT the eortfety, 
appear$^ than they . would' ^qave 
thought ' of theif own: • And^'ttitetf 
efpecially would ItHe)^ (as/P^ve 
often iaid ) tura the Tables^ and 
Itippbfe themfeJtves\1fof a wnjfe^ 
phe ^lace ol their G^ovcrnbucsj-ffifcy 
would then eaffly' ccipcllicfc ^'^roit 
It ms not ing^ucius lonrakcf 
' " '' crofe- 






I 



<iro&gaift'd and ]ieiiv«r(b Iitb^rjMtf- 
cacioiis bf all d^k iStid ddiibtftii 
Paflages t Foraflnuch as crexy tkzh 
of any ^^(e fcnd«i^s , - that if life 
was in Publick Authority , i^ilifc 
ihould and mud: do feveral things, 
npoti^the IntereU'df QcivtfiliA^t, 

whidf bit cfught fidt prtfleM?ly -«(^ 
mahe w^ 6ddy.|j#iyy totilft 

Reafbli$of, tfridjrtc fcer'W^lil 
tfaiiik ' if i ii«$trft to be fiiih^lf 
tenfufed for them. And the (aitit 
«iati i( be fatt y4)o>)ii$' will) in fft^ 
Ck«uiftftances , w'oiild ^ ndroallbW 
1^ every pAvsiSi CaprkMo^^ 
vianrdriif Fancy ibould conftonc pi^ 
Mek Order ; but Mrtoidd ex^^edi>^t 
whitfli be ftiftalti'dcthtt p»t,-^i 

Veomam Iboiild b6 \^ f^¥Hifik 

his Per(bn for the fiike of the Cha- 
rafter he bears , and thar Obedi- 

dtieelM yielded 't6\afi: hisc (not 
VJilatrM ) tfijaflfitHbnS. A«^'t(^ei 
ibie tar; Che Rule\«^ E<^y et^ 
ty hm ^(bn is- bMnril , • being' i 
^mvx^ ikitiyt»tztty biASf^ ««& 

: £ 4 the 
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the ritke rtgaf4 toi^auds thofe tliat 
jare hfs Supeiiovtrs. And. thus ( as 
I ^d ) the $ee4s of Sedition and 
Rebellion would be- nipt -.in the 
Pud.. 

A^in Seventhly , Tlie ^ue con- 
i(idqr(^ion. of civs . Maxim'. >Vould 
^AjrC' (hac.illnatur'd Humottr of 
imU>i/>g up oW Sore? , , aod up- 
lA^idfflfg qnc another with, former 
i^PiUes and Mifcarriages .: . h. Cu- 

^iffin ip is c^\*iHy rife iifi^ ;roif 

ttefi>;oiiSi and J;.know nojc. .wlie^^. 
t\\W Ktpox^ .Upd^Mble qr, impru- 

ikni% Wihetheif .: nfore ficaily- obr 
ilrt^rjg the JJ;f fcrmaooo. of o- 
tli€E|,,-.or mqie' iffiproviclfitlt^.:.^c• 
^)0(mi^g upoflf ithoie tltat.iipfa^ile 

J£r'l) •. . - .1 • . . • ;'i3\ ; 

i -i !'r) • J-.--: , ,' 'Ai 1':: .•■ 

• /t- h in tbefirfi place. y^^t^C 
il1gemI0^s to wpfoach ' tomiJfor 
tho(e Follies tfiey haye- .(Hit-^ifown, 
^nd to. upbraid theni w^i-<liiof« 
Sios jiiey bayc rQpcate4 of cMd 

. for- 



. etc 0o(Tre)i ISute- r^ 

SatOisfitk. ft is hand tiut no TinUe inor 
M^nn ihould efface.. Humaa-Mif 
' carri^es ! That tafiQirtal aric) fmful 
men uipuid nQver.fot^vfronip anot 
th«c , -. \\:ho every day. need for- 

giveijcfe. of CKjd Alrtiighty : Tiiiat) 
Mm tltpuld fiatd pl^ure to take 
inthcrWounds of: tjbtsur Btechren! 
jii^Jt:gstkx .wht<;h ahne>ft.»tvift> 
.cibly: tempts mehrJ^Q. concuive <fik 
wtielx / tbey at^ . fefi0|ug|ic to . ^eipaiii 
of CYer bdng be^oi to be goedr 
for \Khi( En^e; hsith eidber God 
pr fi/im ever fbiwi. Out tot mend 
tbp/ lUiiQ of the Wari<f, -otfafcC 
thaiirtltat of Hq|>e filths ii<<mQ Oi^ 
whtdi J9/e?erlaOi9gly defi»Ced .by* 
titis :9M[^0pu$..irroil^ept: oCirltK: 
bing tM>)ld $ov9..« auid Keepimgiie- 
perpetpajly hkedia^jif te^ : lee?. 

row iik^. not be f . aUbWed ^ tft u?df r 
yer niWR flwme.^-fliifeK^^pepWifie' 
be ife^eat to dtm^tt y<Jl ^K«^ 

Tok(^ Rjoqujtil. wkK a V^tage^ce j: 
for feeing nothing isvl^o^c mn^ 

and 
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Md ftflfible dttn Ais Poine of Re- 
punitkMi , the^ is - ltd ddabc but 
diold who find thejr fiiatt ^ »d> 
miteed to- bo^ Pif<}pitiad(Mi « will 
iiKieavotti: »> «xc«^ate their dwii 
Qdk by teadH4g<M!faefiS'a6 blAck 
a» chefiffeivei f 9tM being ddbaned 
the iiKift niKiiktd and hiiAito- :iiay 

cC JtttiS&taiiOtf r Will tight t&Mtl- 

iU^i ttpott fiRii: imfUabk (heft 

tiiewtbat hitif )fde'S]^'emigli4 

if^hrv ory.hie»tb(tt» iisd Hfhod 

.wiM kK^tdok hidtfwidy If 

Itftilfee nuvey tl^n»r Mi v^b 

tfjhd be' ftdtx'eni^ f lic«i 'b i 

dfomr ifyi ^><Naaws lit <M jifd 

i)tcuc»3of.ciitj(t.lnfttuiattib«tf nt^ 
HMge^V tf 'tx%ic -wx hUii uA»f 

tK(K h^ im 'bVett mihikinh M 
his l^dOdi? <Wii»|uiih aictt boM 

f»Mf«sd v4l»pitzed / aM^ p«f 

• "'C time 



bme i^ dthef ? Wtidf hafb'not liid 
his Pr^dicb of'llctticlition;' tii^ 
been overJfe6n in the ' maiuigetrie^ 
of hithfetf ? Who . hikK qot beett 
om-readit and irtipdSs^ uponriy 
ctttinifig theii', or nt^ 'COnrauidd^ 
by. the 'ftvcra' Trtviirtcs oif Slitr 
kni Htirdliitiqiis "df "^the Wcttt!9 
Sb that' if k m^ft :b<,tfic yfhif 
oC'tliq W0tr4^ ervetls^ly toW 
zdp in^anothers /f<^i$es , ill tif^ 
come jco oafs tfiar^Bif ' that i* bat 
concd^# faWfPv^ fj^ l»r 




eTpeci^lFf 'it will Mpctt- that lie; 



U ft fix, 

> ftite "Hci' i^"<it>o^"{M^ ' fii^' 

his Aiicc^rs ; Vai^ wWth', 
as ifl^wMent' f^ttriMglf > j 

^» 
^ '-•'■'■ •• • ' '* \'**^ /O i :• 1 

' » • •• ^ 




F* 




l^P» tlat ; whi(;^ I am pbliffe4 
tt ob&i:veiai.diis^Ga(&^ and, mac 
u^^dq: t» the Cure ojf.cl^isr. Di- 
Iteofper, i^:ooly die plaia Inju- 
O^and ynequalicy ef ■ this way 

^'- {voceetling ^ '^ven . ^potk- .^ 
^uncipjes; of, every, flue's • own 
ftKEi.forit ij? .indsbij^bfc diac 
r .tnafi (Wouj4 -be; aeftco^s 
■jhi's biJD^ iide 'Siwid; be con- 
^_ja ^ mat a .-Vol mouJid be 
^^a^foverb^^lenuflies/ Md that 

uMtt ^.focmj|g:,/Mikafriages;and 
^««?* t?«?i;TO^?;f« ,y«y 1 unjuft 
m~ ,^.TOdffl«%c.fe>m^ renrcTcnt: 

" d fai^ %|h the A^^p^ he. 
ij^encea of : And be would 

taXen f9i^,»rhat be is,, and not 
what Jie^w^j^^^heref^^ the 
Rule of Equity, thiis ffiouicf it be 
done by every M%tt towards his 
l^hboun ,,.,,, 

Etgbtbiy 
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Eighthly md Ldfily , an<l ^i? - 
conchxte tliist Point r The 9Mfi 
ing of this one Aphorifm ( of do* 
ing as we would be done by) 
would prevcilt all the frauds J 
Cheatings, and Oppreffions tiiat 
are fb great an Evil to the WoiM i 

^ and wliickare otherwife fcarc6ly 
to be^ Cured or Reftrained \yf iSi 
the LawS) Judicatories » and Pu- 
niflinietics that men can devife; 
for this defines them ^ deted's ^ 
convids , condemns > and ihames 
them at ^ Bar which nO man 
can Appeal from , or Except a-* - 
g^infl In Human Judicatoriesf 
mra may hope to conceal their 
MifcarriKges ^ or to exctiie , or to 
palliate, or to out-face them ; eP 
their by defed: of Evidenctf to «-^ 

' {ape the Trial , <Mf by the M- 
vantage of \^t or Mony, or 1^^\ 
er or Frifiids^ to ehide the Jud^^ 
ment } f«me Qifts the Law i^- 
not reach , ^ the Wicaom^ eaish' 

HOC 
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va»cff tf it. ' And out of maf 
,i!^ of this kind that lie ohvi- 
" ous to my thoughts, I wiS 
mdy ffleS fhcfe three foBoxo- 
ing.' 

I. Though it bfe true (as I have 
noted before) That this M»iin is 
not properly a Rule of Religion 
or Devotion towards God / but 
only the Meafure of the Second 
Table, .y^et it is of fo grtfat Re« 
putation and Authority , ^bat ic 
gives the Publick Stamp and Va- 
lue, to Piety and pevotion it (elf , 
forafmoch as without there be a 
confpicuous regard to this Rule in« 
our inrercourie with nien» the moil 
glorious pretences of Piety to?, 
wards God, fignifie nothing either 
^^itbOod or Men. A mighty 
^aji in difputiiDg And contei^ding 
atKHit Qpinioas » witlxHit, reganl 
to,; ^uity, and J*»(Uce , aa4 Mer# 
cy, is" but a >ii!Bd of ;R«ligious 
Kni^ht'Ei^jiiKyra JmAMw iE«^ 

•^, " only 
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only Windmills and Pagicaiits , 
they neither Honour God^nor 
Profit tlic World , nor gain Re- 
putation, to themfelves: :Nay, L 
think (uch Zeal will not be much 
undervalued , if it be refombled 
io Soiamons doting Expeditions , 
when he made long Votagcs . for 
j&pes and Peacocks. To. te won- 
derfully devout in z pecuBar 
Form or Mode of Worlhip, with- 
out Honefty and Ingenuity in our 
Dealings with Men, will be lookt 
upon as the Hypocritical adHng 
of a Part, or ar" beft as being 
bigotted to a certain Modewitlv 
out any true Notion or Schk of 
Helig^on. In a word , To oiake 
the mod glorious Profeflion. , and 
CO cfpoiife the preciiefl: Se<3: and 
Party , without an equal r^iM 
to this , will at lead be look^ 
upon as an tffc£t of v Pride and 
Singularity, and be more .dian 
fii{pe<^cd as a Cloke for KnaVe^ 
ry. For of all Religions in. the 

F . World, 
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World » Oirillianity is that of ail 
ioeher . which he can make the 
Icaft pf9tcnce ia\ who- Tythes 
Afifft, and Amis, and Cummh^ and 

^^t.^i'^i' nq/eS'r the mightier Matters €f 
Faith , fMjtke , ^ and Miny. Our 

j^^,^^^ $aTiour himfelf haih told i»,Thac 
Gcx} in^s Mercjf^ more than Ssirh 
fice; and is becmr pkaicd wi(h 
oat equitable dealing with our 
Neighbour, than 'Witb i lie moft 
coftly Oblations to himlelf. And 

J$n].].i7' his Apoftle SL Jamei declares , 

That pure Rtligm , ami nndefiled 

hefere Gad and ^the Father , i tm 

*uifit the Fatherlefs cmd Widm im 

their Affii^on, &c. Nay, an Hea* 

then , but an ingenuous Obferver 
^m.Marr ^f ^^^, ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ChriOianRft- 

Jigion , ^i\^ this Account ^ \t ,. 
Nil. uifi fMfium fuadei & leve , 
That thcie was nothing fb rcmaxk- 
able in that Inflitution , as the Ju* 
ilice, Mildneis, Oemency, and & 
quity it requites of all m Pikife** 
Iyi3CS. 

.^?: ^ It. 
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It is a memocabte Pa(&0e w^ 
hxv io TertuJllum , one of thft 
andenceft Writers ia die Chtiftir 
an Cbordb, Some of die Heachfio* 
of tlj^c dme udbraided diei Chdr 
ilianst That mey took up di«ir 
Rdigioo to (are <^iacKes,ana aidd* 
chowe not of tbe bed , but tbe 
cheapejQ: way of Worihip > ^«r 
< fty they) jr«« re)5i/ff /# ficri^i 
io war ^s for w 0/ivr re(tfim., 
iitt tojpare tk$ co0 if the QhU" 
tms , W the Trtide and Ctdhm 
tf t^e Bi^irn Cmmditm tf rith 
Gim$ md S^ts detfijs^ fy 'your re- 
fr4umng to exf€»d them in Intenfe 
to the Petty , fo that net eniy Re*. 
liffon tt lejs ma^ifcent ^ htt the 
Emferews MxeUqnur u depmdfied 

h y^ ff^^ ^ ff Ikvrtieek^ 
To dw TertniUm fl«lwcrs..in..tfie 
Ntpfrof the Chdftiafist *Jit.trae, 

mdomtewfofetejomiieliof.twr 
W^tk in the vain Snferfiitteui of 
Qdms W ferfmiesi intm^nd 

F » prnre 
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more in AHs of Charity towards 
Pbe Poor and Necejfttoiu than all 
jotir Devotion amounts to ; a^d this 
we look upon cs a more accept ahle 
Sairince ^ ana a Jweeter Odour to 
the Almighty. And hefidesr^e do 
indeed jpend more of thofe very 
Commodities in the Burial and de- 
cent treating our deceafed Friends^ 
than jou do in all your Idolatries. 
And ds for the Erifperours' Eyfche^ 
f9ier ^ it gains more hy ou? Hone- 
fty and Integrity , and 'the Confer- 
ence »^ maie of^ Defrauding it , 
than hy your lai-^ifh and eicpenfive 
SuperfiiUon , ^o^ thus think to 
hrihe j^ur Gods, ""that' you n^ay '^ie 
a/Xhoed to theat' y(fur Ptince^ ^ 






' CdxaTiily; thtte . is nothing ^ JiKe 
A)Wn-«ghc MortBfty -to giv*; Re- 
pubuion to Rtljgi^, infeaiueh 
thac'ic i$ not only the mdV^po- 
puhr .^tgttfiiait' in the Wotltt^ to 
rceomntehd it by , - but it is ablie 

p6:fi^ade a man to rht SMift 

■.,••.5 - c '-i im- 
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improbable Dodnne ( othcrwife ) 
if he could be convinced rhat this 
is the Fruit of it. But on the 
other fide , when men (half high- 
ly pretend to Devotion, and yet 
appear not only difingenuous and 
urijuft , but; unmerciful , cruel , 
and fanguinarjT too » an indiffe- 
rent man will be tempted to be 
of that poor Indians mnd , who 
would not go to Heaven when ^ 
was told that fiich. a (brt of men 
were there. 

2. The ebfervation of this Rule 
is lb confiderablc^and (b accep-^ 
table with God , thac it ieems to 
be the moll effedtual way to ob- 
tain Succ^ls in our Prayers . and 
Addr^fles td him. For it is re- 
markable !, that upon that very. 
Occafion this Aphorifm^ was deli-! 
vcrcd by our Saviour in the fore-] 
mentioned place, Mattk 7. where 
when he nad (aid , verfe 7. Ask 
ajfd it jhaS he given yM,&c. and 

F^ J verji 
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verfe li. If ye heing evil knm» 
Urn) to give goo J Gifts toyoltrChil^ 
'Jren , hm much more fhoB ymr 
He^eniy Father give good tmngs 
to them that ask him. He there 
immediately adds , Therefore att 
things whatfoover ye would that 
men Jhuld do unto you , do ye <r- 
"veufo unto them. As if by thofe 
Words ( men do unto you)ht had 
ttcant (according to the uiiiat way 
of expreflion in the Hebrew Tongue) 
indefinitely, a^d had (aid, m^at- 
foever ye muld have to he done 
unto you , either from Cod or Man^ 
Or more at* large , as^ if our Sa- 

"^Ur had faid , Do ye to Men as 
ym^ defire Cod Jhvuld do to you ; 
for iy the meafures you uje to- 
wards one Oflother ^ ye do ( utm 
the inatter) prefcriht' toyour fetves 
what meafureye are u expert from 
him. 



To 
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To this i^urpofe it it fiircfaet 
bb(crvable^ that in our Lord's 
Prayer We are taughc to ule this 
Argument with Qod Almighty , 
To forgive us onr Tre/pafes , for 
that toe forgive them thAt Trefpafi 

againfi us^ for ((aith our Saviout) 
if ye forgive mft Men their Trtf 
fuQes , neither will ytmr Heavenly 
Father forgevtyonrs. 

Moreover I, It is yftt fuRhttt 
obfervable , that in tm Old Tt- 
Aainent , particularly Deut. %6. it. 
God gives the People of IfrMl 
warrant tojilead wiclt him iA 
their Addreffes , and to diaUeflge 
a fileding from himi^ upon tht 
Condidim of their having diP 
charged tSheir pait in juftice^ 
Qttrity, and Humanity toi^^tdft 
tlttir Bretlven: Forthtlt h«(peak$> 
When thm imfl Mduli mi Jfhi if i 
thy Ty thing of the third ytar ; 
4ni/ hafi given it to the . Strainer ^ 
: .:- F 4 ^ht 
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the Patherlefs , and the Widow , 
' then thou /halt plead before the 
Lord , (Se. Look down now frrnn 
thy Habitation « and blefs thy Peo- 
ple I(rad.> But mpft fully and 
cxpr^fly i$ this fct out in the 
New Teftament , Lule 6. 38^ 
whece after our Saviour had fpe- 
cified feveral Inftances of Equity 
and Humanitv , as Love your E- 
nemies, and do ^od; Give te him 
• that asketh ; Lend ( to men in ne* 
ceffity } looking for nothing again ; 
J?< merciful as your . Father in 
Heaven ts merciful \ he adds, Judge 
not^ and ye (kail not be judged \ 
forgive and it fbaB be forgiven 
you I Give and it JhaS be given 
/ 40 you^ -good meafure^ P^^fftd down , 
and fhaken together. He concluddt 
all with the afliirance of the 
fuccefi of this Gourfe , For with 
the fame Meafure that ye mete 
withal^ it fhaU "he meafured to you 
again. 

J' '^ 

But 
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Bit CO Conclude all , whatevo: 
be the Succefs or Advanc^cs of / 
obferving this Rule , otherwife , a 
man ihall be fure to reap 'the 
Fruit of inward Peace , and Cjoat 
fort, and Sati$£id:ion in fo doings 
nor wiH ic be in the Power m 
Chance, or the Event of Thmgs ' 
to difirompoie him ; for whatever 
may happen, or how malicious 
interpretations foever may 1)e madt 
of a > man's Adions , yet whileft 
he is iiire he hath been true to 
his own Conicience , jand the Zr 
forefaid Principle ^ he is not only 
above the Malice and Follies of 
Men , but above Fear and Su(pi- 
don of Mifftief to be£iU him. 
Or if he chance to me«t with ill 
Treatment from Men , he can ea* 
illy bear it , becaufe he is fure he 
haih not deferved it. So that the 
Retreat into a Man's felf is die 
great Refuge from Troubled a- 
&Qad» andi the RefleAiOK upoft 
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a MuCs Integrity in this great 
Foific » is tbe ptindpiLCoiiIbkam 
<if Human Life. 

With tilts holy f0i comfbrced 
hinlleirin bis AdvexGty.Joixf.iz, 
/ JekvereJ the P^ior that cryed^ 
tmd the Father kfs ^ and him that 
had fmte to help him. The Sief- 
fing rf him that ndas ready » fe- 
r^ eame upen wit ^ and I vaafed 
the Widows heart to fing for joy. 
I p$t 09$ Riihteoafiiefs and it cbh 
thedme y and my Judffneni was ai 
aRoieand a Diademe^ I was Eyes 
td the Hind, and Feet was I to 
the lame. I was a Father to the 
Poor, and the Caufe tohith J kneto^:^ 
me I fearched cnt.f I brake tbe^ 
Jmw$ of the Wicked ^ and I plntkt - 
the Prey Mf of his feeth^ ^c. In 
ill which that good M}ln elegant^ 
|y (ets fbrth the gi!c4t Supi^ 
and Comfort it ftfTo^led liim noW 
ia his Adfccfitjf that Ite.had 
]mn»>£w Ja hiK Probity dealt 

C9Uital)ly 
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edtritably, attdnKtciftilly, Mid e6ti> 
iider'd other Mens Cafe as li^ 
own. 

And after thi$ rate DaviJ alio 
comforts himfelf in hi^ IVoubles » 
Pfalm 35-. IX. Tf^^y nt^«tJled me a* 
vil for g0od : But as for wre, when 
they were fickjn/$y Chthing was Sad- 
cloth; I hehitved my ^If as if it 
bad been my Friend , 9r my Bnh 
ther ; and then Aplpeals to God 
hereupon « "uerfe 14. Jnd^e me , 
Lord y according to thy Ki^teonf 
nefs. , 

On the other fide, it will be an 
horrible Aggravation of our Trou* 
bk when Adverfity befalls us , if 
we ihall have jufl; cau(e to make 
iiA% RefleAion; Thus^ and thus I 
dealt with others when / was in 
Profperify, and now it is come 
him to me; I had no fenfi of E- 
^Mity and fimanity towards others^ 
thin yjtnd t m^ now jnfily e^^ 

fea 




f^, they mS hav^ as little tovojrJs 

me. ' - ■ 

* * 

Doubtleis it was no (mall An- 
guiiK Adonihefek was under, 'judges 
1.7. when hi$ Guijt cxtorced this 
fad Ackr^wledgment from liim , 
Threefccre and tetr Kings having 
their Thumhs and great Toes cut 
eff , gather d their Meat under my 
Tahle ; as I, have done^ fo God hath 
requited mt: q. d. In my Profpe- 
ficy I was (b vain and improvi- 
dent , as etcher ;to forget that I 
was but a Man, or that others 
were fo too: I neither confidered 
the parity of Human Nature, nor 
^the mutability of Human Afi^irs; 
I was fo fottifhly infolent then , 
as to treat my Equals like Dogs, 
and how can I now expc<3: they 
ihould treat me like a Man > 

t .. p 

Certainly it was an hcasry, Ag^ 

gravation of Hamcns Shame and 

' Sufferings ( in the Book of EJl-^., 

her} that he miift^bc^ hanged. on: 

the 
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the lame Gallows he ^ had provi- 
ded for the pious , but brow- 
beaten Mordecai. And PeriBas 
roared mod hideoiffly when he 
was roaftcd in the brazen Bull 
which he ' had deviled for the 
Torture of others. And to ' ^dd 
no niore Examples of. this kind ^ 
we may eafily bethink our iclyes 
what a dreadful RbmorTe and Hor- 
rible Agony of Mind Jofepy's 
Brethren were in^ Genef. ^%. xi. 
whep they themfelves came to be 
in flraits , and refled upon their 
former unnatural - dealiog witb 
their Brother » they cry out one 
to another , Wt are verily Guilty 
concerning our Brother , in that we 
faw the an^niflf of kis^otd ^ when 
he hefot^t us and^we^ would not 
hear , therefore is this diftrefs 
cwne uton us. It is therefore all 
the Wiidom and Reafbn in the 
World, fince we know not how 
ibon it may be our ttm to be at 
the lower pare of the Wheel » to 

temper 
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